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Brighton & Hove One 
Planet Case Studies 

The Sustainability Action Plan outlines how we will use the One Planet approach to meet two of the council’s 
key priorities - creating a more sustainable city and modernising the council. These case studies give an 
insight into the successful work that is going on within the council under each of the One Planet Principles. 
More information on One Planet City initiatives can be found on the council website. 

 

Zero Waste 
Bartholomew House Furniture Reuse Project 

As part of the renovation of council offices at Barts House during spring 2013, nearly 17 
tonnes of surplus office furniture and equipment was redistributed for reuse in the local 
community.  

Freegle co-ordinated the donation of more than 2,000 items to local community and charitable organisations, 
local businesses, schools and public service organisations, along with local individuals in need. The 
redistribution diverted this bulky waste from landfill, enabling reuse of furniture and reducing the need to buy 
new items, resulting in a carbon saving of 7.6 tonnes. It also had a beneficial social impact in the local 
community. More info 
 

Equity & Local Economy 
Coast to Capital City Region Green Growth Programme 

A £3m regional growth fund is available for programmes that will directly create private 
sector jobs and growth in the environmental industries sector along the coast from Brighton 
to Chichester. This is an area with a high level of public sector employment and low levels of 

productivity, which also has a mass of environmental SMEs with the potential to create jobs and rebalance 
the economy. 

Coast to Capital has identified environmental technologies as one of the five priority sectors which will create 
most growth and jobs. The successful Brighton City Deal proposal is entirely focused on the development of 
the low carbon and environmental goods and services sector.  

The funding programme will seek to exploit the opportunity for growth in the environmental sector generated 
by the Rampion Windfarm and West Sussex and Brighton Green Deal procurement. The majority of the RGF 
funding will be spent on direct funding to businesses on a co-investment basis, and directly linked to the 
creation of new jobs. More info 
 

Sustainable Materials 
Council awarded WWF’s gold standard for sustainable timber procurement 

The council received top marks when it signed up to the gold pledge for wood procurement 
as part of the WWF ‘What Wood You Choose?’ campaign. The Procurement Team achieved 
the gold standard after signing up to a WWF pledge that we will purchase our wood and 

timber products only from legally felled timber within well-managed forests.  

An officer from WWF carried out an interim assessment in the summer of 2012 and awarded the gold 
standard after a final assessment in January 2013. By completing the gold pledge, the council has put in 
place systems and processes to ensure officers are only purchasing legal and sustainable timber products 
across all their departments. The WWF has asked the council to set out case studies to enable other 
authorities to see what good practice can look like. The council joins Durham City Council as the only two 
local authorities in the UK to have been awarded the gold pledge certificate. More info 
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http://www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/content/environment/sustainability-city/one-planet-city
http://www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/sites/brighton-hove.gov.uk/files/One%20Planet%20case%20studies%20June%2013%20v4.pdf
http://www.frn.org.uk/
http://www.coast2capital.org.uk/news/583-coast-to-capital-region-to-benefit-from-regional-growth-fund.html
http://wave.brighton-hove.gov.uk/supportingyou/procurement/Procurement%20Resources/Timber%20Procurement%20Policy.pdf


Health & Happiness 
Stop Smoking Mike’s Tours 

Brighton’s Stop Smoking Advisor Mike Dixon has been running regular roadshows 
throughout Brighton at various council locations, targeting both staff and the public alike. 

Those who have successfully quit smoking with Mike’s help recommend him as welcoming, supportive and 
non-judgemental through the difficult early weeks and months and always there with advice, strategies and 
encouragement for those that lapse back into the habit. 

Email Mike to book an assessment at one of his regular clinics at Sanders House, Ingram Crescent West. 
 

Culture & Community 
Eco Schools photo essays 

Pupils at primary schools around Brighton & Hove have been making their own 'photo 
essays' to showcase their schools' Eco-Schools projects. 

Their teachers have been using an inspiring new resource pack produced by Brighton & Hove Environmental 
Education in partnership with FotoDocument, that introduce pupils to the fascinating world of documentary 
photography as they learn about the environmental issues around Waste, Energy and Global Citizenship. 

To see some of the pupils’ work visit the case studies page on the BHee website. 

More local schools are required to trial the resources, so if your school is interested in taking part email Helen 
at Resource Futures. 
 

Land Use & Wildlife 
Cycling themed cafe to open on The Level 

The city’s first cycling themed café is to open on The Level at the end of September. The 
news that new business Velo has been offered the lease on the eco-café marks the latest 

development in Brighton & Hove City Council’s £2.3 million restoration of The Level, and promises to be an 
exciting addition to the city’s café culture. 

Councillor Pete West, chair of the council’s Environment, Transport and Sustainability committee said: “What 
impressed us about Velo’s bid was the emphasis on sustainable food sourcing, fresh produce and affordable 
prices, alongside the exciting cycling theme.” 

Run by a team of local entrepreneurs, headed by Nigel Lambe co-owner of Small Batch Coffee Company, 
café ‘Velo’ will combine a cycling theme with great coffee and outstanding food. 

The new single-storey café has high sustainability credentials including a green wildlife-friendly roof, solar 
thermal and PV panels, air source heating and a rainwater harvesting system. 

With its cycling theme, the café will undoubtedly become a haven for cyclists, but Nigel and his team are 
committed to creating a ‘community hub’ which will be appealing to residents and their families, visitors and 
commuters. 

The café is expected to be open by the end of September. More info 
 

Local & Sustainable Food 
School Meals Award 

The council has achieved the Food for Life Partnership’s Bronze Award for its school meals 
menus. This is in recognition of the sustainability requirements built into our catering contract. 

Local school meals feature local, free range eggs; all meat is British and all fish carries MSC certification. All 
vegetables are fresh with the exception of locally-sourced frozen peas and sweetcorn and a Seasonal 
Vegetables slot on the menu gives the flexibility to use the best produce available. Global produce such as 
bananas and fruit juice are Fair Trade. Menus are provided for modified diets - ethnic, cultural, medical and 
religious – and Halal products are currently being trialled. 

All produce served to schoolchildren in the city has full traceability: knowing where a food item is or has been 
at any particular moment, and what has been done to it.  

Our School Meals team is continuing to explore ways to increase the proportion of local items used within 
budget constraints; this is a particularly price-sensitive service. More info 
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mailto:mikedixon@nhs.net
http://www.bhee.co.uk/index.php/news/3-news/106-fotodocument-teaching-resources
http://www.bhee.co.uk/index.php/news/3-news/106-fotodocument-teaching-resources
http://www.bhee.co.uk/index.php/case-studies
mailto:helen.peake@resourcefutures.co.uk
http://www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/content/press-release/cycling-themed-cafe-open-level
http://www.foodforlife.org.uk/Awardsforschools.aspx


Sustainable Transport 
Cycle parking spaces at Kings House doubled 

The cycle cage at Kings House has been doubled in size in response to high demand for 
cycle parking spaces at the original site. The upgrade took place in July to increase capacity 

from 52 spaces to 112 spaces. A new roller door allows staff access to the new cage separate from cars 
entering and leaving the lower level car park. An extended cage around the new parking area now provides 
extra security. 
 

Sustainable Water 
Improving ground water quality working with local farmers 

The council has completed a review of farming activities on the City Downland Estate to 
better understand the relationship between farming operations and ground water quality. A 
project team of key stakeholders was established, including the City Council, The 

Environment Agency, Southern Water, Smiths Gore and Plumpton Agricultural College.  

The majority of farms on the City Downland Estate volunteered to be independently appraised to ensure 
accurate application of fertilisers and the improvement of chemical and oil storage facilities. The project team 
concluded that the City Downland Estate tenants were farming in accordance with current legislation and best 
practice thereby minimising the potential risk of nitrate leaching into the chalk aquifer holding much of the 
City’s groundwater. 

The project team are currently considering the installation of a bio bed system to capture nitrate wash-off from 
a sprayer filling and wash-down area on one farm to better protect the nearby Soil Protection Zone 1 area. 
 

Zero Carbon 
Solar panels on civic buildings 

As part of the council’s Workstyles project, solar panels have been installed on the roofs of 
three of our civic buildings. This includes 52 panels at Moulsecoomb Hub, 112 panels at Hove 
Town Hall and 37 panels at Bartholomew House.   

These combined arrays are set to generate around 57,500 kWh every year, saving 26 tonnes of CO2. More 
info 
 
 
Sustainability Team August 2013 

sustainability@brighton-hove.gov.uk 01273 29 3833 
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http://wave.brighton-hove.gov.uk/supportingyou/sustainability/OnePlanetCouncil/Pages/Zerocarbon.aspx
http://wave.brighton-hove.gov.uk/supportingyou/sustainability/OnePlanetCouncil/Pages/Zerocarbon.aspx
mailto:sustainability@brighton-hove.gov.uk

